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Problem Definition:  

Forensic investigators have found that emotionally or psychologically troubled individuals that go on a 
killing spree tend to identify with mass shooters they see on TV and online. Most people are revolted by 
images of sick individuals sporting a grin while holding a gun. But aspiring copycats see a criminal who's 
gone from being a nobody to a world-famous somebody with only a few gun shots. Journalism is a 
powerful force for change, as well as media organizations that don’t react at reporting on mass 
shootings. What the Daily News editors didn't realize was that this approach can do more than offend. 
Such images provide the notoriety mass killers crave and can even be a jolt of inspiration for the next 
shooter. Since 2012, according to Andre Simons, the FBI's unit has taken on more than 400 mass 
shooting cases, and has found evidence of the copycat effect rippling and exponentially increasing 
through many of them. The media faces a growing problem on how their content is stated, and how it 
fluctuates along other media sources. Various law enforcement and forensic psychology experts state 
that social media is the prime reason for this rippling effect. Although there is no definitive research yet, 
widespread anecdotal evidence suggests that the speed at which social media bombards us with memes 
and images exacerbates the copycat effect.  

While the mass shootings have been increasing, so has the media coverage around the United States. So 
we plan to develop code to determine whether or not media coverage throughout decades affects the 
occurrences of mass shootings.  

Problem Solution:  

We plan to determine the effectiveness of media coverage on mass shootings, to the extent that we 
may be able to predict an approximate amount of shootings in coming years with the factor of 
technology and media revolutionizing as it has throughout past decades. Meloy and other threat 
assessment experts recommend some specific changes by the news media to address the copycat 
problem. Attackers' names should be used minimally—and their images even less so. "Their use can 
have a dangerous effect on other young men vulnerable to dark and violent identifications with the 
perpetrators." 

Progress to Date: 

Expected Results:  

Our expected results tend to be that the media coverage does, and will affect the increasing amount of 
mass shootings. 

Team Members: Chandler Taylor, Tyler Woolery, Eben Bellas, Cyrus O’Hern 

Sponsoring Teacher: Tracy Galligan 


