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Problem Definition: 

With the presidential election to be announced in 2016, there are many factors that could alter 
citizen’s choices. A big contributing factor is publicity. The more people who are aware of a 
candidate’s ideas and beliefs, the more people who are most likely to vote for that person. For 
example, a candidate who has been promoted over a wide range of social media has a better 
chance of a large group concurring with their ideas. I am interested in studying the implications 
of this project on the future generations of America. Twitter is a big part of the social media 
world and I would like to make people more aware of exactly how big of an impact that it has on 
our future.  

Problem Solution:  

I am in the process creating a model in NetLogo that will show relationships between citizens 
and presidential candidates through the social media app Twitter. I am using a system of lines 
representing a social media connection to show how good or bad publicity can be spread and 
how it will affect the way that people see that candidate. I hope that through this project I can 
make people more aware of what they are posting and sharing on the internet and how that can 
have an overall effect on their generation. 

Progress to Date: 

I decided on this project when I was scrolling through my twitter feed and I saw arguments and 
debates over who should win the presidential election of 2016. Whether it was good or bad, that 
person was being discussed. More people were aware of that candidate because news spreads 
like wildfire through social media these days. I wanted to make people aware of how something 
so simple could affect something so big. As a fan of Twitter and as a citizen who has to live with 
the choices to be made in the next couple years, I am concerned for the well-being of my 
generation. I travelled to Socorro with this project and I took a class to learn more about the 
coding I would need to make this model possible. I also talked to a scientist who helped me 
narrow my idea down and gave me an understanding of what they would be looking for in my 
program.  

Expected Results: 

The main component of my project will be research and data already recorded. I am going to 
gather information and put it into a model that will display the effects of oblivious sharing and 
posting on Twitter. I want to show people that even though they do not realize what they are 
doing, it is contributing to the outcome of something very important to this country and possibly 
to the rest of the world. I also hope, if my project allows it, to predict the outcome of the 2016 
presidential election.  



Team Members: Maggie Martin 

Sponsoring Teacher: Alan Daugherty  


