What is the Big6?

Home: http://www.big6.com/index.php
Description:  http://www.big6.com/showarticle.php?id=16
Art Wolinsky from Big6 will chat with us on Wednesday at 1:30pm in the Guest Chat.

The Big6 is an information literacy model. Some people call it a metacognitive scaffold, or an information problem solving strategy. When you apply these stages, you have an essential framework to approach any information-based question. Here are the six stages we call the BIG6. Two sub-stages are part of each main category in the Big6 model:

1. Task Definition
1.1 Define the information problem 
1.2 Identify information needed in order to complete the task (to solve the information problem) 

2. Information Seeking Strategies 
2.1 Determine the range of possible sources (brainstorm) 
2.2 Evaluate the different possible sources to determine priorities (select the best sources) 

3. Location and Access
3.1 Locate sources (intellectually and physically) 
3.2 Find information within sources 

4. Use of Information
4.1 Engage (e.g., read, hear, view, touch) the information in a source 
4.2 Extract relevant information from a source 

5. Synthesis
5.1 Organize information from multiple sources 
5.2 Present the information 

6. Evaluation
6.1 Judge the product (effectiveness) 
6.2 Judge the information problem-solving process (efficiency) 

People go through these Big6 stages—consciously or not—when they seek or apply information to solve a problem or make a decision. It’s not necessary to complete these stages in a linear order, and a given stage doesn’t have to take a lot of time. We have found that in almost all successful problem-solving situations, all stages are addressed.

Information Literacy: An Overview of Design, Process and Outcomes
Information Literacy is a transformational process in which the learner needs  to find, understand, evaluate, and use information in various forms to create for personal, social or global purposes. 

Especially for Librarians (but good for everyone!): http://www.surfline.ne.jp/janetm/big6info.htm
Also for librarians: http://www.ala.org/aaslTemplate.cfm?Section=Information_Power&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=19937
